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April 29
The MAn in The Red CoAT  
by Julian Barnes
Discussion led by Dr. Camille Serchuk 
In the summer of 1885, three Frenchmen arrived 
in London for a few days’ intellectual shopping: 
a prince, a count, and a commoner with an Italian name. In time, 
each of these men would achieve a certain level of renown, 
but who were they then and what was the significance of their 
sojourn to England? Answering these questions, Julian Barnes 
unfurls the stories of their lives which play out against the 
backdrop of the Belle Époque in Paris. Our guide through this 
world is Samuel Pozzi, the society doctor, free-thinker and man 
of science with a famously complicated private life who was the 
subject of one of John Singer Sargent’s greatest portraits. 

May 20
CAll Me By youR nAMe  
by Andre Aciman
Discussion led by Dr. Vara Neverow
Andre Aciman’s Call Me by Your Name is the story 
of a sudden and powerful romance that blossoms 
between an adolescent boy and a summer guest at his parents’ 
cliffside mansion on the Italian Riviera. Each is unprepared for 
the consequences of their attraction, when, during the restless 
summer weeks, unrelenting currents of obsession, fascination, 
and desire intensify their passion and test the charged ground 
between them. Recklessly, the two verge toward the one thing 
both fear they may never truly find again: total intimacy. It is an 
instant classic and one of the great love stories of our time.
Winner of the Lambda Literary Award for Ficition.

Virtual Book and Pub    Select Tuesdays at 7pm
The Book and Pub Club - held at the pub conveniently located in your living room! Join us, ye  
20-to-30-somethings, via Zoom for our monthly hour long discussions held on select Tuesdays at 7pm.

April 13: The Devil and the Dark Water by Stuart Turton - It’s 1634 and Samuel Pipps, the world’s greatest 
detective, is being transported to Amsterdam to be executed for a crime he may, or may not, have committed. 
Travelling with him is his loyal bodyguard, Arent Hayes, who is determined to prove his friend innocent. But no 
sooner are they out to sea than devilry begins to blight the voyage. A twice-dead leper stalks the decks. Strange 
symbols appear on the sails. Livestock is slaughtered. Anyone could be to blame. Even a demon.

May 25: A Burning by Megha Majumdar - Jivan is a Muslim girl from the slums, determined to move up in 
life, who is accused of executing a terrorist attack on a train because of a careless comment on Facebook. PT Sir 
is an opportunistic gym teacher who hitches his aspirations to a right-wing political party, and finds that his 
own ascent becomes linked to Jivan’s fall. Lovely—an irresistible outcast whose exuberant voice and dreams of 
glory fill the novel with warmth and hope and humor—has the alibi that can set Jivan free, but it will cost her 
everything she holds dear.

June 22: The Mercies by Kiran Millwood Hargrave - Finnmark, Norway, 1617. Twenty-year-old Maren 
Magnusdatter stands on the craggy coast, watching the skies break into a sudden and reckless storm. All forty of 
the village’s men were at sea, including Maren’s father and brother, and all forty are drowned in the otherworldly 
disaster. For the women left behind, survival means defying the strict rules of the island. They fish, hunt, and butcher 
reindeer—which they never did while the men were alive. But the foundation of this new feminine frontier begins to crack 
with the arrival of Absalom Cornet, a man sent from Scotland to root out alleged witchcraft. Cornet brings with him the threat 
of danger—and a pretty, young Norwegian wife named Ursa.

Online Scholar-led Book Discussions   Thursdays at 7pm

STAYING CURIOUS   •    STAYING INSPIRED   •    STAYING CONNECTED

Online Book Discussions
Register on the library’s website calendar to receive the Zoom link the day of the program.

Stay up-to-date! Visit valleycottagelibrary.org for new programs & updates.

Shelf Indulgence  
Book Club
Tuesdays, April 13, May 11,  
and June 8 at 2 pm 
New month, new genre! Join Anya the 
second Tuesday of every month via 
Zoom to indulge in a good book while 
exploring different genres of literature. In 
April, we’ll investigate Gothic whodunit 
The Stranger Diaries by Elly Griffiths. In 
May, we’ll explore YA literature with 
the page-turner I’m Not Dying with You 
Tonight by Kimberly Jones. In June, we’ll 
celebrate LGBT Pride Month with the 
award-winning Girl, Woman, Other by 
Bernadine Evaristo. Ebook and audiobook 
versions of all titles available to checkout 
on Hoopla. Online registration required. 
A Zoom link will be sent to participants the morning of 
each meeting.

This printed newsletter contains only a sampling of our online programming. Visit our website calendar  
at valleycottagelibrary.org or sign up for our email updates to see new additions to our spring programs.

All discussions will be held via Zoom. Please register via the events Calendar on the website.

June 17
niCkel BoyS  
by Colson Whitehead
Discussion led by  
Dr. David Turk
In this Pulitzer Prize-
winning, New York Times bestselling 
follow-up to The Underground Railroad, 
Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes 
another strand of American history 
through the story of two boys unjustly 
sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim 
Crow-era Florida.



Online Adult Programs
Registration is required for all online programs. Visit valleycottagelibrary.org and navigate to 
the events calendar to register. Registrants will receive an email with the Zoom link on the day 
of the program.

A Meetup for 20- to 
30-somethings!

Adult(ish) Happy Hour
every Thursday at 6pm 
Calling all 20-to-30-somethings! Catch up with 
Anya (and occasionally, Sean) at our weekly 
happy hours on Thursdays at 6pm. Share what 
you are reading and watching, and play some 
Jackbox games with us via Zoom. BYOB and also 
bring an extra device (smartphone/tablet) to 
use as your controller for the game. Register on 
the library calendar to receive the Zoom link the 
day of the program.

Take & Make:  
Paper Quilling
Tuesday, May 4 at 7pm 
April showers bring May flowers...paper flowers 
that is. This paper quilled flower project is 
perfect to give as a gift for Mother’s Day (to 
yourself or someone else)! Sign up online and 
we will contact you to pick up the supplies 
Curbside at the Library. Then join Anya online 
on Tuesday, May 4 at 7 pm to complete the craft 
together. Can’t wait for us to start? Join the 
Zoom to show us your finished project and share 
tips on how to make it! Supplies are limited. 
Online registration required. 

Virtual VCWrites
First Thursday of every month at 7pm
Sean’s monthly writing workshop is now Zooming to 
a computer near you on the first Thursday of every 
month at 7pm. Are you working on a novel, short 
story, memoir, or piecing together the perfect poem? 
Come share it with us and receive some constructive 
critiques from the rest of the group. Email Sean at 
vclsean@gmail.com to receive submission guidelines 
and the Zoom link.

Teen Corner

Online Weekly Programs

Tuesdays at 11am  
online GenTle yoGA wiTh BeTSy CeVA  
Betsy Ceva has taught Gentle Yoga since 2000 and is the 
former owner of Birchwood Center in Nyack. No experience 
needed. 

wednesdays at 11:30am  
online yARn TheRAPy  
Join your fellow Yarn Therapiers online to share projects, 
inspiration, give tips, and ask questions.

Thursdays at 11am  
online MediTATion wiTh CARole BRill  
Join Carole Brill in finding inner peace and healing with 
meditation and music.

Fridays at 9am  
liSS CARdio ClASS: MoTown ediTion  
Low Impact Steady-State Cardio Class (LISS for short) with 
Katie Patchell. All you need is plenty of space to move 
around in, comfy shoes, and a water bottle. 

@vcl_quaranteens on Instagram.

Virtual Trivia 
Night
wednesday, April 7 at 6pm
For National Library Week, Sean and 
Anya are holding their magnifying 
glasses up to the bright glow of the 
internet, consulting encyclopedias 
by candlelight, and compiling 
questions for a fifth trivia nigh! 
Register on the library calendar 
to receive the Zoom link on the  
day of the program.

?
?

All upcoming programs and other offerings are displayed on the 
quaranteens web page: valleycottagelibrary.org/quaranteens 

?The Artist’s Way Workshop: 
The Listening Path
wednesdays, April 21 - May 26 at 7pm
Calling all (aspiring) creatives! Introducing a brand 
new 6-week Zoom program series for those who 
create art to live, and those who simply wish to 
live more creatively. Join us as we explore Artist’s 
Way creator Julia Cameron’s latest program: The 
Listening Path: The Creative Art of Attention. Co-led 
by Adult Services Librarian Anya Berg and trainer at 
the International Institute for Learning and Artist’s 
Way aficionado, Judith W. Umlas. A limited number 
of print copies will be made available to registrants. 
Online registration is required. A Zoom link will be 
sent to participants the morning of each meeting.

Teen Grab Bag 
Not sure what you want to read these days? Fill out 
the short form on the Quaranteens page to receive 
a custom-built grab bag of library materials just for 
you! You will be notified when your bag is ready so 
you can schedule a pick-up. 

Haiku Contest 
In honor of National Poetry Month, try your hand at 
a Haiku! The winner of the contest will receive a $25 
Amazon gift card and have their haiku featured on 
the @vcl_quaranteens Instagram.  Submissions are 
open through the end of April.

Improvisation Class
Tuesday, March 23rd 4:40-6pm
Join instructor Ariela Nazar-Rosen for this program in 
acting & improvisation! Participants will experience 
how fun and creative improvisation games can be a 
tool for presentation and collaboration.  

Trivia Night 
wednesday, April 14th &  
wednesday, May 12th 7-8pm
What do you know? Come join our virtual trivia night 
on Zoom. Bring paper, something to write with, and 
your brain!  

Register once for any weekly program and your email will go on a master list for that program with no need to 
register again. You will receive a Zoom link for that program each week.



The VirTual Children’s room
Registration for Virtual Spring Programs occurring April 1 through June 15 will start on March 24. Registration is free and required for all programs (unless noted otherwise) and group 
size is limited. Register online at www.valleycottagelibrary.org/kids, in the Children’s Room, or call 268-7700 during library hours. Please notify us of cancellations in order to allow more 
children to attend our programs.  Registration for our Summer Programs, June 15 through Sept. 15, will start on June 1.

Take and Make Crafts
Every Monday the Children’s Room will have a new 
craft ready for pickup for children to do at home on 
their own anytime! Stop by the back door to the 
Children’s Room to pick up, and send a picture of your 
completed craft to vclkids@rcls.org for a prize and to 
have it posted on our social media! No registration. 
(Crafts available until Saturday while supplies last.) 

Celebrate National Library Week!
April 4-10
Monday, April 5:  write on a heart at the library or 
email us at vclkids@rcls.org to tell us why you love 
the library and win a prize! No registration.
Tuesday, April 6 at 5pm:  Escape the Library in our 
virtual Zoom Escape Room program for ages 3-6!  
Answer the riddles and puzzles to solve our 
mysteries! Registration required.
wednesday, April 7: Coloring bookmark giveaway. 
No registration.
Thursday, April 8 at 5pm: play virtual Bingo with 
a library theme for ages 5 and up! Registration 
required.
Friday, April 9: VCL Children’s Puzzle Pack giveaway.  
No registration.

S.T.E.A.M. Programs  
(Science, Technology, engineering, Art, Math)
Monthly LEGO® Challenge!
Ages 5 and up.  Are you up for a LEGO® challenge?  
Register anytime to receive an email with the challenge of 
the month. Create at your own pace and share your results 
with us to vclkids@rcls.org by the end of that month. Check 
our YouTube and Facebook to see everyone’s creations!
Fun with Tangrams
Ages 5 and up.  What is a Tangram? A Chinese geometric 
puzzle consisting of a square cut into seven pieces that can 
be arranged to make various other shapes. Every month 
the Children’s Room will have a new tangram project 
ready for pickup for children to do at home on their own 
anytime! Stop by the back door to the Children’s Room to 
pick up, and send a picture of your completed tangram to 
vclkids@rcls.org by the end of that month for a prize and to 
have it posted on our social media! No registration. (Crafts 
available until month’s end while supplies last.)
Virtual Storytelling Game
Friday, April 2 at 1pm
Ages 5 and up.  Join Ms. Meredith as we get our 
imaginations going! Everyone will contribute to our Mad 
Libs® stories and then we’ll make up one of our own 
stories as well. Be prepared to laugh! A Zoom meeting link 
will be sent the morning of the program.  
Virtual Children’s BINGO 
Select Thursdays at 5pm
April 8, April 22, May 6, May 20, June 3, June 17
Ages 5 and up.  Join Ms. Danielle for Virtual BINGO!  
Everyone who registers will receive an email with a link to 
the BINGO card and the meeting. Register separately for 
each session.
Virtual Children’s Craft Program 
for Ages 7-10
Select wednesdays at 4:30pm, April 14,  
May 12, June 2
Ages 7-10.  Pick up craft materials the week before the 
program at the library and then join Ms. Meredith to make 
a cool craft. A Zoom meeting link will be sent the morning 
of the program. Register separately for each session.
Virtual Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
Select Tuesdays at 5pm, April 27, May 25
Ages 5 and up.  Join Ms. Danielle for a Virtual Outdoor 
Scavenger Hunt! Ms. Danielle will give you clues and a time 
limit to see how many things you can find outdoors! A Zoom 
meeting link will be sent the morning of the program.  
Virtual Escape Room
May 1-29
Grades 2-5.  Escape from the Library! You’re trapped 
in the library and can’t get out! Use your knowledge of 
books and stories to solve riddles and puzzles that will 
give you clues to find your way out. This is an independent 
program. Participants registered by May 1 will be sent a 
web link to the escape room. Turn in correct answers by 
May 29 to earn a prize! 

Virtual Toddlers with Ms. 
Elizabeth
Select Thursdays, April 15, April 29,  
May 13, May 27, June 10, June 24 
Ages 13-35 mos. w/adult.  Receive an email with a link to 
Ms. Elizabeth’s pre-recorded toddler storytime and more! 
Register separately for each session.

Zoom into Reading!
Ages 2-5 years. Join Ms. Melinda for an exciting Zoom 
program full of games, songs, puzzles, and more! We will 
explore a different topic each session while introducing 
basic early reading skills in a fun way for children and 
families. Additional online resources will be available on 
our website. A Zoom meeting link will be sent before the 
program. Register separately for each session. 
Tuesday, April 20 at 5pm - Roar Roar Dinosaur!  
wednesday, May 12 at 11:30am - How Does Your 
Garden Grow? 
Monday, May 24 at 4pm - Wild About Animals! 
wednesday, June 9 at 5pm - Beach Blast! 

Zoom Escape Rooms
Select Tuesdays at 5pm 
Ages 3-6.  Can you answer the riddles and puzzles to solve 
our mysteries? Each program is unique with fun themed 
clues and puzzles that focus on early learning skills. A 
Zoom link will be sent before each program.  
April 6 - Escape the Library 
May 18- Escape the Castle Fairytale Ball 
June 15- Escape from the Ranch- Pony Party

Virtual Craft Program for Ages 3-6
Select Tuesdays at 5pm, April 13, May 11, June 8   
Ages 3-6.  Pick up craft materials the week before the 
program at the library and then join Ms. Danielle to listen 
to a story and make a craft. A Zoom meeting link will be 
sent the morning of the program.   
Register separately for each program.

Programs for Age 
6 and Younger

Programs for 
Elementary School Children

Family Programs

Family Book Club for Grades K-5
Here’s a spin on our library book clubs! Every month a new 
book will be chosen to read as a family. Each week Ms. 
Danielle will email participants an activity and trivia question 
for the week. Send back your answers and then come to the 
library to receive a special prize. An email with a reading 
schedule will be sent to all participants the week before the 
program begins. The books are available on Overdrive and 
Hoopla. This book club will be completed at home. 
Starting Monday, April 5:  Spring According to 
Humphrey, by Betty G. Birney. 
Starting Monday, May 3:  Ramona’s World,  
by Beverly Cleary. 
Starting Monday, June 7:  Life According to Og the Frog, 
by Betty G. Birney.

Virtual Reading Adventures for 
Grades K-2  
Select Mondays at 5pm, April 19, May 17, June 14. 
Join Ms. Danielle for virtual Monday Book Club! Each 
month Ms. Danielle will read a picture book, then we will 
discuss it, and do a small craft. A Zoom meeting link will 
be sent the morning of the program. 

Virtual Reading Adventures  
for Grades 3-5
Select Mondays at 5pm 
Join Ms. Danielle for virtual Monday Book Club! Each 
month read the assigned book before the day of the book 
club. Then we will discuss the book, play a game, and 
make a small craft. A Zoom meeting link will be sent the 
morning of the program. Books will be available on Hoopla 
or Overdrive, or by placing a hold and picking up curbside. 
April 12: Dory Fantasmagory, by Abby Hanlon. 
May 10: Amelia Bedelia Dances Off, by Herman Parish. 
June 7: Bad Kitty Goes on Vacation & Bad Kitty Camp Daze, 
by Nick Bruel.
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Valley Cottage Library
Member of the Ramapo Catskill Library System

110 Route 303, Valley Cottage, NY 10989
845-268-7700  •  valleycottagelibrary.org

Library Hours:
Limited hours and access until further notice.
Updates may be found on our website: 
valleycottagelibrary.org.
Email questions to vclref@rcls.org.

Holiday Hours: 
CLOSED
Easter Sunday, April 4 
Memorial Day observed, Monday, May 31

Weather related closings will be posted to  
www.valleycottagelibary.org and 845-268-7700

Board of TrusTees
Arlette Mooney, President 
Frank dwyer, Vice-President 
Marjorie Mcloughlin, Treasurer 
Michael Mark, Secretary 
kevin Graham, Trustee 
herbert lerner, Trustee 
Melissa l. Roy, Trustee

Amelia kalin, director

The Board of Trustees is scheduled to meet April 
21, May 19, and June 16 at 7:30pm on the online 
conferencing platform Zoom. The public is invited. 
The link to the meeting will be published on 
the library’s website shortly before the meeting 
starts. Visit valleycottagelibrary.org to confirm the 
dates in the event of a schedule change.

Follow the library on Social Media
Content is updated regularly, so check back often!  
Search for Valley Cottage library.

Dear Neighbor,
Traditionally, I write to you this time of year to present an annual report outlining our successes with statistics and narratives. 
As we all know, this was not a traditional year and cannot be encapsulated in a chart with numbers. Rather, it is the spirit of 
our staff and our community and the strong bonds that continue to connect the two despite all of the challenges which truly 
summarizes 2020.
Through nearly four months of NYS-mandated closure and the subsequent balance of walking the line between safety and 
service, our Library and our community have rebounded. Our staff and our community have responded with such grace, 
resilience and care for one another that the only word to describe this partnership is ‘inspiring’.  Collectively, we have redefined 
every aspect of our lives and while we yearn for much of what we lost, we have also managed to make the things we need — 
such as library service — endure.
Valley Cottage Library Staff made an amazing and quick transition transforming all of our programming to a virtual platform. 
They worked diligently, learning how to record programs from storytimes to craft programs and adding this content to our 
online social media platforms. Our scholar book discussions, librarian-led book discussions, Book and Pub Club discussions 
and Adult(ish) programs, cooking, yoga, meditation and knitting programs, etc. are all are conducted via Zoom (what else!) 
and allowed us all to reconnect again in a live format. The attendance has been pretty wonderful and we feel that post-Covid 
programming will probably become a hybrid of live and virtual venues. And, our website was transformed further into an 
information hub to help inform as well as entertain our community.
We even redefined how to checkout a book and deliver materials safely outside our front doors. Curbside service is a cornerstone 
of our business these days and I am proud of the way our staff made this process work so smoothly and efficiently. In-building use is still limited but has allowed the Library to operate 
safely during the difficult winter months.
When the first patrons returned to access curbside back in July or entered our building in September for the first time in almost 6 months, we heard again and again how much we were 
missed, how much our work mattered and how much of a respite a book can provide. We couldn’t agree more and this challenge has only served to strengthen our mission to satisfy your 
curiosity, inspire you and connect with you.
One thing I learned over this past year is that it really does take a village. I am so proud of our Staff. They have all been very engaged in learning, creating and adapting to our new 
temporary normal. Their passion for Valley Cottage Library and our community has been evident throughout these long months. And, I would be remiss in not recognizing the hard work 
and dedication of our Board of Trustees who have worked tirelessly this past year to support me and the Staff in making our transition possible.
Finally, I’d like to thank you, our neighbors and friends, for the continued support of your “home library” and wish you all good health in the year ahead. 

Amelia Kalin 
Library Director

For the safety and health of the public and of AARP volunteers,  
AARP is unable to provide in-person Tax Aide at the Valley Cottage Library.  

Call 888-227-7669 or visit www.aarpfoundation.org/taxaide for information on how they can help you remotely.

AARP TAX AIDE

2020 AnnuAl RepoRt


